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1.

Report and Evaluation of the English Department (2019-2020)

To enhance teaching and learning effectiveness to cultivate students' good
learning habit and attitude for self-directed learning.

Objectives achieved

Evaluation and future development

Enhance teachers’ professional
knowledge by employing external
resources.

Revise the developed DTS units
from P. 4-6 in each level so as to
better fit in our school-based
curriculum

< Adapt the new sets of textbooks

LEAP and tailor-make our G.E.
materials to cater for our students’
needs.

Through the school-based award
scheme, motivate our students to
learn and engage in the lessons.
<>

In June, there was a school-based workshop
conducted by the EDB Advisory teacher on
KWL. Eight strategies to activate students
to reflect on what they have learnt were
introduced. Because of the time constrain,
it is hoped that next year, teachers will be
able to adopt these strategies in their daily
teaching so as to activate students’ prior
knowledge, help students set learning goals
and help students reflect on what they have
learnt.

This year, most teachers planned to
implement KWL during the 2" term
learning circle which could not be carried
out eventually due to class suspension.
The exception was Primary 5 teachers who
once tried out in the DTS Friendship in 1%
term. Next year, KWL will remain the

focus of the subject year plan.

Only 1 DTS unit has been implemented in
each level in 1% term. Among them, the P.6
unit of Perspectives and Stereotypes has
been largely modified so that the unit
would be more accented on perspectives. In
general, students could produce stories
narrated in different perspectives. For P. 5,
as said, teachers employed KWL to elicit
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Objectives achieved Evaluation and future development

students’ response and arouse students’
interest in the topic before they entered the
unit. Students were eager to express their
views and problems on friendship. Instead
of giving students a more open option,
teachers provided some writing topics to
students based on their questions. For P.4,
teachers followed the last year’s lesson
plans as they had been modified right after
the implementation last year. The teaching
was smooth.

During class suspension, the core books of
the 2nd term DTS units for each level were
introduced in the form of Google Forms or
Playposit. Students’ response to Playposit
was not satisfactory. Therefore, teachers
later embedded the Youtube video for the
books into Google Forms instead.

In general, the response rate of students to
Google Forms was satisfactory. However,
the depth of their answers varied a lot.
Some students just finished their homework
without making much effort. It was decided
that after class resumption, teachers should
ensure every student to finish at least the
e-learning materials related to the most three
important units which would be assessed.
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2. To adapt a new set of textbooks and tailor-make our G.E. materials to cater for our

students’ needs.

Objectives achieved

Evaluation and future development

Adapt the new sets of textbooks LEAP
and tailor-make our G.E. materials to

cater for our students’ needs.

e Although the arrangement of different

modules and units of the new textbooks is
similar to the old ones’, as there are more
language items to teach and more
vocabulary to learn, students may find the
new textbooks more difficult. In general, the
average passing rate of G.E.I/ Paper 2 in the
internal exams/ tests/ assessments was
10-20% lower than in School Year 18-19
especially in KS2. Although teachers have
modified the G.E. exercises to match the
new textbooks, due to time constrain, more
free writing exercises are to be offered to
students by G.E.

It was shown that level teachers needed to
strike out some redundant language focus on
the scheme of work so that more in-depth
teaching can be available. For IR classes, the
reading materials were especially difficult.
Teachers may use the simplified version
available on the publishers’ website.

In addition, the component of the school
test/ exam paper from P.3 to P.6 will be
changed so that more time will be allowed
for students to finish the paper.

Due to the short school term under
Covid-19, the coming P.1 students may not
be ready for the primary curriculum.
Formative assessments would be structured
in the way to help them cope with the
primary curriculum slowly but steadily.
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Objectives achieved Evaluation and future development

Because of class suspension, the G.E.
materials for scaffolding students’ learning
in 2nd term are yet to develop and
implement.

During class suspension, the G.E. program
is mainly delivered by short weekly video
clips produced by local teachers,
complemented with weekly Zoom lessons.
While the video clips mainly concerned the
language focus, the Zoom lessons were
trying to give students opportunities to
employ the language structures for
communication and enhance student-teacher
interaction. Students were obliged to finish
all the videos and the related Google Forms
quizzes, but joined the Zoom lessons on
voluntary basis. On average, one third of
students would turn up for each level. At the
later stage of class suspension, however,
Zoom lessons were provided to all P.5
students on mandatory basis. Students’
turn-up rate was more than 90%. It was
demonstrated that students in our school
were capable to fulfill the technical
requirements should online lessons be
offered during class suspension next time.

For writing, students were assigned of
writing tasks and G.E. short writing
exercises and were aided with relevant
writing video clips It wasn’t until the later
period of class  suspension  that
comprehension materials for each unit were
provided so that they would provide a
context for students to learn from text
grammar.
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Objectives achieved Evaluation and future development

* During the class suspension period, teachers

delivered ready-made e-learning materials
by Google Forms, Playposit, Padlet and
Google Docs and e-textbooks. It was found
that students either were not eager or faced
difficulties with the e-textbook exercises;
whereas for them, e-learning materials in
Google Forms could be handled more easily.

During the unprecedented period of school
suspension from the months of February to
May, the NETs have supported the
home-based learning program of the P.1-P.3
students by creating engaging animated
videos regarding phonics and High
Frequency Words (HFW), to be viewed by
students every week. The phonic videos
used a scaffolded approach from revision to
the initial phonemic sound production and to
incorporating the chosen sound into blends
with previously learned sounds. At the end
of each video there was also a game played
that changed weekly, and the link was
provided so students could play themselves
and practice their reading skills.
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Objectives achieved Evaluation and future development

* The NET was also responsible for holding
online Zoom lessons every Friday,
focusing on guided reading for different
groups of students from P.4 to P.6 joining
on voluntary basis, as it has been
previously determined that online reading
sessions with Key Stage 1 (KS1) students
are infeasible. Despite the unsatisfactory
overall attendance rate, students who
attended were consistent, engaged and
actively participatory in reading, answering
questions and partaking in post-reading
discussion and activities. The reading
lessons provided opportunities for students
to learn and apply various reading
strategies and decoding skills they need to
become independent readers. The books’
topics would vary according to their
General English curriculum.

*There was class suspension in all the schools in Hong Kong from February to the
beginning of June due to Covid-19. Part of the school plan cannot be implemented.
Only activities and measures which have been completed will be evaluated.
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