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l.

Report and Evaluation of the English Department (2021-2022)

To enhance teaching and learning effectiveness to cultivate students' good
learning habit and attitude for self-directed learning.

Objectives achieved

Evaluation and future development

1. Implement

strategies
students’ self-directed learning.

For self-directed learning, P.3-6
teachers have assigned at least once
per term speaking and listening tasks
through Google Classroom.

At the beginning of each term,
teachers would distribute a goal
setting sheet with options for students
to encourage them to set goals to
improve their English.  During the
first term, about 40% students would
be able to persist for at least 2 weeks.

P.3 to P.6 students were equipped
with skills of note-taking and were
required to take note in class.

Students celebrated their writing
outcome by choosing their best
sentence and teachers compiled them
for publishing.  Instead of Fair
Copy, students chose a few sentences
to re-write and think of ways to
improve them.

to promote

For self-directed learning, teachers
found that assigning some listening
tasks as homework could save them
some teaching time. The speaking
task on Google Classroom could
enable students to have more
opportunities to speak.

As there was face-to-face class
suspension at the beginning of the
second term, teachers could not
follow wup regularly and many
students might have lost their goal
setting sheets or their goal setting
habit when they came back to
school. Moreover, some students did
not fully understand the implication
of these goals. A lot of teachers’ time
needed to be spent on following up
parents’ signature. It is suggested
that we may delete this strategy next
year.

P.3-P.6 students were able to use
various mind maps and strategies
with the prompt of teachers to take
notes. However note-taking skills
and habits are yet to be internalized.
Teachers need to check students’
notebooks regularly so that they
would be more motivated to keep up
this habit.

Teachers found that it was
worthwhile to have this writing
celebration with students and
students also enjoyed finding their
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best sentence and sharing with
others. However because of face-to-
face class suspension, most of the
classes could only finish once per
year. It is hoped that as classes may
resume to normal, we can achieve
the twice-per-year goal.
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2. Continue the development of
teaching thinking.

Teachers have co-planned at least
three times focusing on thinking
strategies.

In the past, the use of pre-writing
mind maps and tasks could scaffold
students to organize their ideas in
their writing. Due to the suspension
of face-to-face classes, teachers
found it difficult to give timely
feedback on students’ pre-writing
worksheets. In addition, students
needed to be prompted to draw
reference from the preparatory work
they have done.

The teaching of thinking takes a lot
of individual guidance. Teachers
could use mindmaps to organize
ideas like seasons and weather. It
helped students to better understand
concepts. In addition, during reading
lessons, prior knowledge has been
activated. However, rather than
thinking, teachers found that
students’ major problem was the lack
of language resources. It is hoped
that students will have more input
through reading.

With the help of teachers in class,
students were willing to finish their
writing work. However due to a
drastic cut of lesson time (25% time
compared to previous years),
teachers could not give individual
feedback to students promptly. In
case there is face-to-face lesson
suspended like this year, it may be
more realistic to curtail one writing
task from four of them so that
teachers can spend more time on the
remaining ones instead.
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2. To develop a set of authentic reading materials to cater for our students’ needs.

Objectives achieved

Evaluation and future development

1. Align our curriculum with the
ongoing curricular reform criteria
specified in the English Language
Curriculum Guide (2017) and tailor-
make our reading materials so that
we can cater for our students’ need.

P.4 teachers have participated in the
QE Fund project initiated by CUHK to
coplan and develop some Reading-
across-Curriculum materials based on

one unit.

P.5 and P.6 teachers have developed
their Reading-Across-Curriculum
materials each chapter from authentic

sources as some G.E. exercises.

A set of deliverables on reading has
been developed for PA4. The
reading material was mainly based
on a storybook.  Meanwhile, a
booklet for reading has been
developed and distributed to
students to remind them relevant
reading  strategies. Since the
implementation of the lesson plan
only spanned two Zoom lessons, it
i1s hard to determine if students’
reading proficiency is correlated to
the scheme. The teachers involved,
though, have received a series of
workshops and found them useful.
Moreover, students were eager to
take part in the enrichment program
for creativity provided by the
scheme. (See attached Report on
QEF Project).

The reading-across-curriculum
materials designed by P.5 and P.6
students could widen students’
horizons. Students were exposed to
more complex sentences and
authentic vocabulary. For P.5 the
materials that were related to G.E.,
provided more room for discussion
with HOT questions. That said, it
really needed class time. The choice
of materials is really important, too.
This year, most materials were
based on video clips. For weaker
classes, teachers needed to watch
the video together to demonstrate
some basic viewing techniques to
students (like pausing and adjusting
speed). Teachers could also think of
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how to incorporate the reading
materials into writing. For example,
in P.6, the introduction of a text
about single elderly could provide
more materials for students to write
a formal letter requesting to
organize a helping event.
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Report on Joining QEF 2021/22 Project

The one year project Promoting Primary School English Teachers’ Assessment Literacy:
Developing Primary Students’ Ability to Assess and Improve Their Learning of English and
21st century Skills Supported with E-learning Tools was launched by the Centre for Language
Education and Multiliteracies Research (CLEMR) with the support of the Quality Education
Fund. Our school was one of the Networking Schools developing one set of teaching and
learning materials. We implemented the project in all Primary 4 classes. CLEMR did not only
aim at developing our teachers, but also educating parents and students. Apart from two times
of lesson coplanning, implementation and four lesson observations, teachers were invited to
join five workshops on assessment literacy and teaching 21st century skills. In addition, they
provided a workshop Supporting Children to Develop 21st Century Skills for parents. An
online enrichment program was also held for five more able students: Young Inventors Club:
Bringing Love and Care to the World in August.

The teaching materials were designed around the Epic book: Scaredy Monster Rides a
Plane. Because of face-to-face class suspension, the plan was implemented on Zoom.
Students’ prior knowledge and experience were activated by a Padlet pre-task. A reading
booklet, namely My Reading and Writing Strategy Book, was designed. Yet, due to limited
lessons, only reading strategies were emphasized. During the unit, teachers used e-learning
resources effectively to enhance teaching and learning and engaged students in assessment as
learning. Students could use appropriate self-regulated reading strategies like predicting and
could reflect on their own learning as could be seen from their feedback on Padlet.

As most of the lesson time focused on only one small part of the book, after the lessons
students were asked to read the rest of the story at home. Some guiding questions could have
been provided to them so as to help them create the mental pictures when reading.

Teachers found that the coplanning was efficient and the feedback from CLEMR helped

them improve their teaching. Students were requested to do a pre-test and post-test for the
project, the results of which are yet to be compiled and released by CLEMR.
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